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prayer for one's well-being. Gradually, the Brahmin also
must have become a land-lord and accepted the ways of
worldly life such as leasing out a land for cultivation and
owning property, though he retained the practices of Vedic
orthodox in his private life. Therefore, the conversion of
the Aryan Brahmin, solely devoted to sacrificial routine or
spiritual life in the ASram environs, to a secular life without
sacrificing his orthodox religion appears to be a real
contribution made by the Kannadas of ancient times, so far
as the South is concerned.
In course of time, as the Aryan came down from his
spiritual height and the Kannada Dravidian went up in
cultural standing, blood relationship must have ensued,
causing racial admixture. The brown and middle-statured
Kannadiga of later history and of the present times seems
to be a product of the admixture between the white, tall
Aryan and the dark, short Dravidian, thus giving rise to a
type without abolishing variations, which are due to pther
influences unknown to us. This process of racial blending
went on as the Aryan advanced into the South to the
furthest end, with the degree of admixture varying with
local conditions.
The contribution of the early Kannada people to the
religious culture of the Aryan is a knotty problem, awaiting
more data lor a satisfactory solution. The main difficulty
ia the study of this problem is the paucity of evidence
needed to mark off the early Dravidian contribution from
, the early Kannada. It is being recognized now that eves
in the Vedic period, the Dravidians possessed a theistic
religion of their own and it was possibly intense devotion
to Siva or Rudra Siva, which characterised their life.. If